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The President’s Round-the-World Trip 


The President of the Alliance, Dr. Theodore 
F. Adams, accompanied by Mrs. Adams, made a 
seven weeks’ journey around the globe, together 
with Associate Secretary Robert S. Denny. They 
left America on July 20, and returned on Septem- 
ber 6. Six of the seven weeks were spent in Asia. 
The following countries received visits: Spain, 
Italy, Greece, Syria, Jordan, India, Burma, Thai- 
land, Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines, For- 
mosa, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea and Hawaii. In 
three of these countries the party had interviews 
with the heads of state, in five others with cabi- 
net ministers or other high government officials, 
giving utterance to the interest of Baptists in the 
cause of religious liberty. The greatest experi- 
ence during the tour was the Baptist Youth Con- 
ference at Hong Kong, August 20-26, planned, 
managed and conducted by young Asian Baptists. 


The General Secretary went to Europe this 
summer. Short visits were paid to Germany and 
Austria. Longer visits took him to Yugoslavia 
and Hungary, where he, together with Dr. Ernest 
Payne, had an interview with the minister of 
religious affairs. The final event was attendance 
at the European Baptist Federation Council meet- 
ing in Norway. A stopover in London on the way 
back to U.S.A. gave him opportunity for confer- 
ence with British members of the BWA Executive 
Committee. 


Crumbling Barriers 


We recently had occasion to comment upon the 
fact that walls of isolation between nations are 
less high today than a couple of years ago. There 
is hardly a country behind the so-called “Iron 
Curtain” which is not receiving visits from West- 
ern Europe or North America. Baptists have 
been followed into Russia by religious leaders of 
other communions. Christians of other denomi- 
nations have recently visited China. Members of 
the BWA Executive Committee have contacted 
Baptist groups in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Ernest Payne, Joseph H. Jackson and Arnold 
Ohrn were in Hungary last summer; Dr. Jackson 
visited Rumania as well, and Dr. Payne Czecho- 
slovakia. Earlier this year R. Paul Caudill, 
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President Adams Welcomed in Hong Kong 


From the left: Rev. David Chang, local pastor; 
Rev. A. Masilamoni, Kakinada, S. India, later 
chosen as chairman of Asian Baptist Youth Fel- 
lowship; Rev. Franklin Liu, chairman of local 
committee of arrangements; Dr. Adams. 


U.S.A., and Eric Ruden and Joel Sorenson visited 
the Soviet Union. 


What Billy Graham Said 


In reporting a New York meeting the Associated 
Press quotes Graham as saying: “We are not com- 
ing here to clean up New York City. We are 
coming to get the people to dedicate themselves to 
God and then send them to their own church, 
Catholic, Jew or Protestant.” 

This is a distortion of the words of the evan- 
gelist. The tape recording of his address proves 
that he actually said: “We are not coming to 
New York with grandiose ideas that we can clean 
up New York City, though we have a gospel that 
could be the dynamite of God to transform New 
York as it did the Roman world. Fifty-eight per 
cent of the people of New York do not attend any 
church, Catholic, Jew or Protestant.” 


Douglas Gow Elected 


A former member of the BWA Youth Commit- 
tee, Douglas Gow, has been elected by Canadian 
Baptists as General Chairman of the committee 
in charge of preparation for the Fifth Baptist 
Youth World Conference. The Conference, sched- 
uled for Toronto, June 27-July 2, 1958, will be 
the first Baptist World Youth Conference held 
in North America. 


[1] 










Asia 


From Hong Kong to Tokyo 


“On the rim of the Communist world, in Hong 
Kong, 132 young Asians from 13 countries met 
August 20-26 in the warmth of Christian fellow- 
ship. It was the first Asian Baptist Youth Con- 
ference, held under the auspices of the Baptist 
World Alliance and the calm blue eyes of its 
president, Dr. Theodore Adams,” reported the 
September 3 issue of Time. Not only the pro- 
fessional interest of world news reporters, but 
the prayerful thought of millions of Baptists in 
the world were directed toward the Pui Ching 
Middle School, modern and beautiful Baptist 
school in Hong Kong. 

From 7:15 in the morning till 10:00 in the 
evening, a day was full with Bible study, dis- 
cussion, presentation of different countries, tours 
of the Island, entertainment by warm hearted and 
generous Hong Kong Baptists, testimonies and in- 
spirational messages. The young people partici- 
pated in all the activities with joy and enthusiasm. 
“You know we are not the only ones struggling in 
non-Christian environment. Baptists in other 
lands have the same problems and heartaches, 
but the power of the Lord Jesus Christ is suf- 
ficient to win victory in every situation”, said a 
buoyant youth from Indonesia. “At the cross of 
Jesus, all enmity melts away,” confided a Fili- 
pino delegate as he grasped the hand of his 
Japanese friend. 

With unanimous vote, Asian Baptist Youth 
Fellowship was organized, and the working com- 
mittee made up of one representative from each 
land started to function under the able leadership 
of the new president, Rev. A. B. Masilamoni of 
India. They pledged to give to the cause of the 
BWA. They voted to send a delegation to the 
World Baptist Youth Conference in Toronto, 
Canada, in 1958. The Asian Baptists have re- 
ceived much, and it is their time to stand up and 
have a full share in the world fellowship on the 
basis of give and take. 

“Until we meet again in Tokyo 1961” was the 
parting word of the delegates, and a watchword 
of Asian Baptists for cooperation in the Lord’s 
work. 


Japan Looks Ahead. The Japanese young 
people have already started to make plans for 
1961. “We are a small group. But if we start 
saving money right now, and continue to give in 
the next five years, we can do something to wel- 
come guests. In these five years, we must win 
more souls. We must build up our churches. 
By this way, we want to prove that the Japanese 
Christians love our Lord, and our friends in the 
world,” writes Mrs. Akiko Matsumura. 





Extracurricular Activities at the 
Hong Kong Baptist Youth Meeting 


Probably no host ever took care of visiting dele} 9; 
gates any more graciously than did the Hong 
Kong Baptists who took care of the Asian Baptis 
Youth Conference. While the Conference did no 
officially begin until Monday night, August 20th, 
there was a tea and reception at the site of the 
new Baptist Seminary in Hong Kong on Monday 
afternoon. This property recently acquired for a 
new Baptist Seminary was previously a luxurious 
residence with beautiful gardens. This reception 
provided an opportunity for the delegates to get 
together on a social basis, and it was here that 
the suspicions and fears began to melt in the 
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delegates busy right up until time for the evening | p 
session. This tour gave an opportunity for the 
visiting of Baptist work and the highlights of the | , 
city as well as for a sampling of delicious Chinese | }, 
food, eaten of course with chopsticks. 


A boat trip around the island of Hong Kong } ¢. 
took up another afternoon. This was no ordinary | 8 
sight-seeing boat but a private launch equipped | § 
even with a galley for refreshments loaned by a} 
friend of the Baptists in order that they might} } 
adequately take care of their guests. Another | » 
extra-curricular activity spliced in between the | y 
many meetings was a shopping tour. Hong Kong | , 
is probably the most attractive shopping place of | , 
the world at the present time. Quality merchan- 
dise probably is cheaper in Hong Kong than in , 
any other place in the world. Many people went 
broke buying bargains since “taking a present to | ‘ 
the friends at home” seems to be a universal cus- 
tom.—R.S.D. ) 
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Hong Kong Baptists, the hosts of the Asian 
Baptist Youth Conference, number about eight 
thousand. One of their members, Dr. Lam Chi 
Fung, was elected a vice-president of the Baptist 
World Alliance at the Jubilee Congress in London 
in 1955. 
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Asian Baptist Youth Fellowship 
Officers and Working Committee Members 


OFFICERS: 
President............ Rev. A. B. Masilamoni (India) 
Vice-Presidents....Mr. Richard Gunasekera (Ceylon) 


Miss Lilian Lu (Taiwan) 


Secretary.......... Mr. Othelo de Leon (Philippines) 
freasurer............ Mr. Franklin Liu (Hong Kong) 
CoMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

ee eee ee Mr. Clifford Kyaw Dwe 
1 A See ie eae Mrs. Richard Gunasekera 
PINON 6 Sis ievam 6. sift a. 85 58> Mr. Franklin Liu 
ME eh Gs aia. stn cae's hte Mr. John Peacock (BB) 


Mr. A. B. Masilamoni (CB) 

Mr. B. R. Moses (AB) 

| ee ee os ee Mr. Samuel Sarendatu 
Japan...... Mr. Takao Ito (Japan Baptist Convention) 
Mr. Seiji Akiba (Shinseikai) 


MRE Es Ses ED Mr. Mike Chiew 
EEA Lee RAP ae LOR EDS: Oe Mr. Peter Chan 
SEER oie Bs Slat tai’ Mr. Siao Wei Yuen 
Ee ee ee Mr. Kelichi Shimabukuro 
INS 8 es. 4eGs- ass bien 2 eae Miss Imelda Sim (SB) 

Mr. Othelo de Leon (AB) 
RS EM GER. cathe hes deadees Miss Lilian Lu 
A ne aby eee se Mr. Sant Khankeow 


Miss Wilma Chiu 
Ex-oFFIclio MEMBERS: 
Rev. Willie Wickramasinghe (Ceylon) 
Mrs. Akiko Matsumura (Japan) 


The President in Rangoon 


Rev. Thra Tun Shein, General Secretary of the 
Burma Baptist Convention, and a member of the 
BWA Executive Committee, writes appreciative 
words concerning the visit (August 4-7) of Dr. 
and Mrs. Adams and Youth Secretary Robert 
Denny. 

The visitors stayed at the Mission Guest House 
at 143 St. John’s Road, but “being great church 
leaders they were not given much time to rest.” 
Teas, receptions, interviews, meetings followed 
each other rapidly. On Sunday, August 5, from 
8 a.m. till noontime they visited “some ten Sunday 
Schools and church services in the Rangoon-Insein 
area. At 2 p.m. Dr. Adams preached at the com- 
bined worship service in Cushing Hall. He also 
preached again at the regular evening service of 
the Immanuel Baptist Church. Mr. Denny spoke 
to the young people of Thutaygone Karen Baptist 


| Church in the evening.” 


On Monday the 6th they took part in a funeral 
service, and in the afternoon had an interview 
with the famous political leader, ex-premier U Nu, 
who gave assurance that if, and when, Buddhism 
were to become the official state religion, Chris- 
tians would “still enjoy religious freedom as they 
were doing at the present time.” Later the Presi- 
dent spoke to a gathering of Baptist leaders from 
various racial groups. 

“This short visit has awakened our Baptists in 
the country greatly. We had been rather con- 


cerned with our own troubles and did not take 


much thought of the work of the Kingdom in 
other countries. Now that we have had the Presi- 
dent of the Alliance with us in person, I am sure 
our people will widen their horizon.” 


Burma 


Missionaries Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Fletcher send 
the “Watchman-Examiner” an interesting report 
on the fine results obtained in Baptist High 
Schools in Rangoon. Although the nation-wide 
average of passes in the government matriculation 
examination in 1956 was only 16%, the five pri- 
vate Baptist schools in Rangoon made a combined 
average of 46%, and three of the schools were 
far above that. Unique Karen high school made 
an astonishing 80%. When this school was 
started in 1950, it had no land, no buildings, no 
staff. But now there are four or five buildings 
free of debt. Next best results were obtained by 
Kemmendine Girls’ School; 77% passed. This 
is a long-established school with a fine reputation 
through the years. Many high-ranking govern- 
ment officials send their daughters to Kemmendine. 
Out of an enrollment of 1,254 in 1955-56 only 
13.5% are from Christian homes. The teachers 
are all Christians. The principal is Daw Hla 
Shein; she gave an address at one of the plenary 
sessions at the Baptist World Congress in London 
in 1955. 


Baptisms in New Guinea 


About 9,000 people gathered at Baiyer River 
Baptist Mission in the highlands of New Guinea 
on June 24th to witness the baptism of 47 Enga 
Christians. A least 1,000 indicated their desire to 
follow Christ and be baptized. The work of Aus- 
tralian Baptists in this area is meeting with great 
success. 


Indonesia 


Dr. Kathleen Jones writes that more than 1,500 
people come each month for medical treatment at 
the clinics in Kediri, Indonesia. The first unit 
of the hospital now being built includes 45 beds, 
delivery room, temporary operating room, kitchen, 
laundry and a nurses’ dormitory. Dr. Jones also 
reports that they have more than 500 in the two 
Sunday schools in the Moslem area. 


China 


According to a report made by Bishop Rajah B. 
Manikam of the Lutheran church of India, which 
has three of the four Protestant theological semi- 
naries now operating in China, there are 32 Bap- 
tist students attending the Nanking Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in China. The 183 students in 
this seminary come from 19 denominations. An- 
glicans, Baptists and Methodists have 32 students 
each, and there are Baptists attending three of 
the remaining schools. 








Pakistan 


Both Australian and New Zealand Baptists have 
long had work in East Bengal (which constitutes 
East Pakistan). Australian missionary N. P. 
Anderson writes: 


“Nearly all our work among Bengali’s has now 
been put completely under the control of the East 
Pakistan Baptist Union. The transfer took place 
on July 7. At the same time the New Zealand 
Baptist work in East Pakistan was handed over, 
and the staff of the two Missions engaged in 
evangelistic work is now working under the Union. 
This completes the work begun two years ago 
when we handed over to the Garo Baptist Union 
here in Birisiri the complete work of the Aus- 
tralian mission in this area. It is rather wonder- 
ful to see how our people are responding to the 
challenge of this responsibility. 

“Near famine due to high prices of rice are at 
present a grave menace to our folk; we have a big 
program of relief work on and have advanced 
large sums to replace seedlings lost in the big 
flood in June. This latter amount will be replaced 
in the cold season when the winter crop is 
gathered.” 


Africa 


Southern Baptists Enter Tanganyika 


Six missionaries from the Nigerian Baptist Mis- 
sion will become the charter members of the 
Southern Baptist Mission of Tanganyika in East 
Africa. They are Dr. and Mrs. Jack E. Walker, 
Rev. and Mrs. David L. Saunders, and Rev. and 
Mrs. Winifred C. Harper. It has been recom- 
mended that a hospital for tuberculosis patients 
be opened in or near Mbeya in the Southern High- 
land Province, which, because of its climatic con- 
dition, is an ideal location for a tuberculosis hos- 
pital. 


British Baptists plan for strengthening work 
in Africa. “Africa’s real population problem is 
not its size but its movement. The vast migratory 
labor that pours into the cities and centers of in- 
dustry is one of the great unsolved problems... . 
A great and a new work of decisive importance 
opens up for us. If we fail, Africa is lost.” 


Women’s Union, Africa 


Delegates from seven countries in Africa met at 
Camp Young, Ede, Nigeria, on July 9-12 for the 
inaugural meeting of the African Baptist Women’s 
Union, Woman’s Division of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 


Meet a BWA Vice-President 


Rev. Benjamin Pradhan, 
principal of the Baptist 
Theological School, Cut- 
tack, Orissa, India, was 
born in 1900, son of the 
late Rev. Balunkeswar 
Pradhan. He was edu- 
cated at Serampore Col- 
lege, founded by William 
Carey. Upon graduation 
in 1925 he joined the 
staff of the theological 
school as a tutor and was 
elected principal in 1947. For the past 20 years, 
he has served as moderator of the Cuttack Oriya 
Baptist Church. He has been secretary of the 
Utkal Christian Church Central Council (church 
and mission partnership) since it was founded, 
1933. Mr. Pradhan is the first president of the 
Joint Council of Baptist Churches in India and 
Pakistan, associated with the Baptist Missionary |: 
Society, London. He attended the BWA Congress 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and the Jubilee Congress in 
London. He and Mrs. Pradhan have two sons. 


Nigeria and the Gold Coast 
Baptist work in the Gold Coast was begun by 


native Yoruba Christians who came as traders |" 


from Nigeria prior to 1925. The First Baptist 
Church was organized at Kumasi in that year. 
In 1947 Southern Baptists opened up work at 
the request of the Baptists already living in the 
Gold Coast. Dr. R. Paul Caudill, who has re- 
cently visited this work writes: “I found the 
warmest spirit of cooperation and encouragement 
to intensify the work already begun. . . . All in 
all, I doubt if Christian missionaries ever worked 
in a more favorable climate, so far as local gov- 
ernments are concerned.” 


French Cameroun 


This is the country where the European Bap- 
tist Missionary Society is undertaking pioneer 
work. Nine Baptist Unions are joining in this 
venture. The president of the Society, Rev. Henri 
Vincent, Paris, France, recently said: “The people 
of Cameroun have not been able to understand 
that European missionaries from different coun- 
tries have succeeded each other: first Englishmen, 
then Germans, and later Frenchmen. But now we 
come as a European Missionary Society and bear 
witness to our unity, the unity that Christ creates.” 
The field of the new society lies in a previously 
unevangelized area in the interior of Cameroun. 
Missionary Alfred Saker of the B.M.S. (Britain) 
began work near the coast as far back as 1845. 











Australasia 


Australian Baptist Assembly 


For the first time in its history the Baptist 
(aion of Australia held its triennial assembly in 
Tasmania. The hosts were the Baptists of Hobart, 
the capital city of the beautiful island. 

The President-General, Mr. C. G. Sweetman, 
yas prevented by illness from attending. In a 
message to the assembly he wrote: 










“We must not underestimate our task, nor must 
ye overestimate our difficulties.” 






Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, a past-president of the 
BWA, who had been touring Australia for several 
nonths in company with Dr. E. E. Gates (“Pearly 
Gates”), concluded his Australian tour at the 
Hobart convention. Writes a reporter: “The 
messages of this Baptist ‘Greatheart’ and the 
presence of all the visitors set the meeting in the 
larger framework of the wider Baptist fellowship.” 
Among the visitors were Professor J. M. Price 
of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Texas, and Rev. J. J. Burt, director of Baptist 
youth work in New Zealand, who had taken part 
in the Pan-Australian Youth Conference the pre- 
ceding week. 

An important decision made was: “that a Board 
of Christian Education and Publication be con- 
stituted in the place of the Young People’s Board 
and the Board of Literature to carry out the 
present functions of these two boards, and to im- 
plement the policy of Christian Education at all 
levels.” 

As new President-General the Assembly elected 
“| Mr. Erik Haselgrove of Adelaide, South Australia. 



















Memorial to Dr. C. J. Tinsley 


Rev. F. A. Marsh, General Secretary of the 
Australian Baptist Foreign Mission Board reported 
at the meeting in Melbourne in August outstand- 
ing achievement in all fields of operation. A 
church of approximately 100 members was organ- 
ied in New Guinea. An all-time record in con- 
tributions for mission work was reported. 

The hospital established in honor of Dr. and 
Mrs. C. J. Tinsley was officially opened July 24th 
at Baiyer River, New Guinea. Rev. Alan Tinsley, 
son of Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley spoke at the unveiling 
of a photograph of them, which bore the inscrip- 
tion: 


“To mark the Golden Jubilee of the Stan- 
more Baptist Church (N.S.W.) in May, 1951, 
this memorial was conceived and a fund 
inaugurated by the church for the erection 
of this hospital to the Glory of God and 
to commemorate the wonderful 44 years’ 
ministry of Dr. and Mrs. C. J. Tinsley 
at Stanmore from 1902 to 1946.” 






















years. 





Dr. Tinsley was a vice-president of the Baptist 
World Alliance from 1939 to 1947; he presided at 
the World Congress at Copenhagen that year in 
the place of President J. H. Rushbrooke, who had 
died a few months earlier. 


Europe 


European Baptist Federation 


Every other year the Council of the E.B.F. has 
a meeting. This year the Council, chaired by the 
president, Dr. M. Ronchi of Rome, Italy, con- 
vened in Norway, at Langesund Bad, the summer 
resort belonging to Norwegian Baptists. The 
Youth Committee met during the same dates, 
August 28-31. Representatives of the Women’s 
Committee also took part, headed by the chair- 
man, Mrs. F. F. Pepper of England. 

The following countries were represented: Por- 
tugal, Spain, Italy, Austria, Hungary, Rumania, 
Switzerland, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Great Brit- 
ain and U.S.A. Eight members of the BWA Exec- 
utive Committee took part: Henri Vincent, 
France; Johannes Norgaard, Denmark; Joel Sor- 
enson, Sweden; Henry Cook, J. Middlebrook, 
Ernest Payne and Sir Donald Finnemore, Great 
Britain; Arnold T. Ohrn. Josef Nordenhaug rep- 
resented the Foreign Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, and Edwin Bell the Amer- 
ican Baptist Foreign Mission Societies. 

Important features of the meeting: Reports from 
the various countries, revision of the E.B.F. con- 
stitution, report from the European Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, which now concentrates the for- 
eign mission ventures of nine Baptist Unions. 

The new President of the E.B.F. is Hans Luckey, 
principal of the Theological Seminary at Ham- 
burg. Erik Ruden of Sweden was chosen vice- 
president. Henry Cook succeeded W. O. Lewis 
as secretary-treasurer. 

A general conference of European Baptists is 
planned for late July, 1958, in Berlin. The pre- 
vious conference arranged by the E.B.F. was held 
in Copenhagen. 

The high light of the Council meeting was the 
welcoming of representatives from the Baptists of 
Hungary and Rumania. 


Netherlands 


The annual report of the Dutch Baptist Union 
gives evidence of encouraging progress. Fifty 
years ago the total membership was 1,095; today 
it is 7,150. There were then only 18 churches; 
now there are 50. The membership has doubled 
in the last 30 years, and trebled in the last 35 





Czechoslovakia 


Dr. Ernest Payne, General Secretary of the Bap- 
tist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, visited 
Bratislava and Prague in August, and had the 
opportunity to meet President Tomes of the 
Czechoslovakian Baptist Union and several other 
pastors. There are 26 Baptist churches, besides 
a large number of preaching stations; there are 
about 80 preachers, ordained and non-ordained. 
A monthly journal is published. Dr. Payne also 
had an interesting interview with the minister 
for religious affairs, Dr. Havelka. 


Hungarian Baptist Leaders 


The four men facing the 
camera are (from the left) 
Rev. Laszlo Szabo, presi- 
dent of the Hungarian Bap- 
tist Union, Rev. M. Bar- 
anyay, president of the 
Theological Seminary, Dr. 
S. Haraszty, vice-president 
of the Seminary, and Rev. 
Joseph Nagy, vice-presi- 
dent of the Union. Szabo, 
Haraszty and Nagy, at- 
tended the European Bap- 
tist Federation Council 
meeting in Norway, Au- 
gust 28-31, and also visited 
Baptist centers and institu- 
tions in Stockholm, Copen- 
hagen, Hamburg, Frank- 
furt, Kassel, Ruschlikon 
(Zurich) and Prague. They report there are 
20,000 members of Baptist churches in Hungary. 
The theological seminary in Budapest has 16 stu- 
dents. 


Romania 


Four delegates from the Romanian Baptist 
Union attended the meetings of the European Bap- 
tist Federation held in Norway, August 28-31, 
1956. The Union is composed of 15 district com- 
munities of which 11 are of the Romanian lan- 
guage group, 3 of the Hungarian and one of the 
German. There are 1400 churches and chapels 
with a membership of 80,000. The convention 
meets once in three years, the last meeting being 
held on December 9-10, 1955, at which time 
Theodor Vicas was elected as president. The 
theological training school is located at Bucharest 
and has from 70 to 80 students yearly. The Union 
publishes a monthly paper. This year they are 
also publishing 20,000 copies of a new hymnal, 
and a Bible Dictionary. The denomination is en- 
tirely supported by voluntary contributions from 
the believers. 































Italy 


Italian Baptists have changed the name of thei 
Union. The Italian Evangelical Baptist Mission 
will henceforth be known as the Christian Evan. 
gelical Baptist Union of Italy. They report 5% 
churches with a membership of 4,159. Member. 
ship in the Baptist churches has nearly doubled 
in the past ten years. 











Scotland 


Scottish Baptists report for the first time in ten 
years a membership of over 20,000. The 1,155 
baptisms this year is the highest reported in 3) 
years. 


























Hungary 





During his visit to Hungary the General Sec: | ; 
retary received a strong impression of the vitality | S 
of our Baptist work. Particularly during a Sun-|} ¢ 
day night service in the Naputca church in Buda-! a 
pest great spiritual power was strongly felt. Very| p 
valuable was the four-hour conference with half a} ¢ 
hundred Baptist preachers and leaders, held at| ‘ 
Baptist headquarters in Budapest. h 


Spain I 

A heavy blow against religious freedom in 
Spain fell in Alicante, Wednesday afternoon, Av- 
gust 22, when the police went to the First Baptist 
Church with orders from the provincial governor 
to close the meetings of the Baptist Young Peo- 
ple’s Summer Conference which had begun that | 
morning in the First Baptist Church with jaa 
delegates. They were ordered to leave town 
within twenty-four hours. By noon the next day | 
scarcely a sign of the Young People’s Confer- 
ence was to be seen. The group of downcast 
young people had turned their faces reluctantly 
homeward. 


i 
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Austria 


During a short visit in Vienna Dr. Ernest Payne 
and Arnold Ohrn enjoyed fellowship and confer- 
ence with Baptist leaders in the home of Rev. 
Arnold Koester, pastor of the Mollardgasse 
church. At beautiful St. Gilgen the General Sec- 
retary visited the new conference center of Aus- 
trian Baptists, purchased with the help of Baptists 
in other lands, and now in the charge of Rev. 
Martin Giglseder. 


Yugoslavia 


The principal cities visited by the General Sec- 
retary were Zagreb, Beograd and Novi Sad. At 
the Seminary in Daruvar he delivered five lectures 
to the nine students. Of particular interest were 
the visits to Baptist churches in the villages: 
Croatian, Serbian, Slovakian, Romanian, and Hun- 
garian. In Novi Sad he had a conference with 
Baptist leaders. Rev. Franjo Klem traveled with 
him as his interpreter. 


U.S.S.R. 


The Moscow radio reports that the Council of 
Evangelical Christian Baptists of the U.S.S.R. has 
published a hymnal containing 580 hymns. 


Latin America 
Colombia 
About 3:00 a.m. July 16, 1956 a group of men 
started a fire with the aid of gasoline soaked 


mattresses, at the Baptist church of La Elvecia 
in Albania, Colombia. The church and the ad- 


‘| joining parsonage were completely destroyed. 


Since 1948 it is reported that 47 churches and 
chapels have been destroyed by fire and dynamite, 
and many other buildings damaged. In that same 
period over 200 Protestant schools have been 
closed. During these years of persecution 75 
Colombian Protestants, men, women and children, 
have been murdered because of their faith. 


Latin American Baptist Woman’s Union 


The Baptist Woman’s Union of Latin America 
held its first meeting in Santiago, Chile, from July 
23 to July 30. There were representatives from 
Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia, Paraguay, Uru- 
guay, Bolivia, Argentina and Chile. Mrs. George 


| R. Martin, President of the Woman’s Committee 


of the Baptist World Alliance, presided. Mrs. 
Edgar Bates of Canada, one of the vice presi- 
dents of the B.W.A. also participated in the meet- 
ing. The following officers were elected: Mrs. 
Esther Silva Dias, Brazil, President; Mrs. Olivia 
S. Lerin, Mexico, Vice-President; Miss Theresa 
Pluis, Argentina, Secretary; and Mrs. R. C. 
Moore, Chile, Treasurer. 


Rev. Honorio Espinoza, one of the Vice Presi- 
dents of the Baptist World Alliance gave the wel- 
come address on the opening night. 

A Fellowship Committee was appointed to stim- 
ulate interest among the different countries be- 
tween the regular meetings. The next meeting is 
set for March 1959 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


ee 





i 


The Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Cochabamba, Bolivia 


Bolivia 

Missionary David B. Phillips writes: “Our 
Canadian Baptist Mission has been serving in 
Bolivia for nearly sixty years. Besides our many 
indigenous churches we have the Southern Cross 
Radio Station in La Paz and our Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Cochabamba. Our seminary 
has been in operation since 1946. In 1948 we 
built the building you see in the enclosed photo- 
graph. This year, 1956, we had thirty-two stu- 
dents and witnessed two of them graduating after 
the five year course. The Rev. Walter Ridgeway 
is the present director. 

For the first time last year Bolivia was rep- 
resented in a Baptist World Congress. Pastor 
Donato Saldias of our Cochabamba Baptist Church 
went as delegate of the Union Bautista Boliviana 
to London. We trust that we will have many 
more in the next Congress in 1960 in Rio.” 


Brazil 


Rio de Janeiro where the Tenth Baptist World 
Congress is expected to convene in 1960, now has 
104 Baptist churches, with more than 20,000 mem- 
bers. Greater Rio has close to two million in- 
habitants. 


Surinam 


“Zendingsnieuws” (i.e. “Mission News”), pub- 
lished by Netherlands Baptists, reports that there 
are forty Baptists among the quarter of a million 
inhabitants of Surinam, also called Dutch Guiana. 





North America 


“Time” magazine has reprinted its very first 
issue, of March 3, 1923. With interest we marked 
the following item: “The Reverend Doctor R. S. 
MacArthur, 81, died on February 25 at Daytona 
Beach, ‘Florida. He was President of the Baptist 
World Alliance from 1911 to 1923. He was pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, New York for 41 


” 


years... 


“Dr. Truett’s church”’ is still the name used 
in many places in the world to identify the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas. Dr. Truett’s 
very successful successor in the pastorate is Dr. 
W. A. Criswell. This church—with a member- 
ship of about ten thousand—recently adopted a 
budget for 1957 which probably is a record any- 
where. The total is $705,000.00, of which a little 
more than half—$354,000.00—goes to all sorts of 
mission enterprises outside the local work of the 
church itself. 


18,793,097 is the number of Baptists in the 
United States according to the 1957 edition of the 
Yearbook of American Churches. They belong to 
27 different church bodies. Of Protestant groups 
the Methodists rank second in number with 11,- 
784,060 members (in 22 bodies), and the Luther- 
ans third with 7,059,573 (in 19 bodies). It will 
be seen that in proportion to their numbers the 
Baptists are less divided than the Methodists and 
Lutherans. 


Establishment of 30,000 new churches is the 
goal of the Southern Baptist Convention. Plans 
are being laid by the “30,000 Committee” headed 
by Dr. Casper C. Warren of Charlotte, N. C., 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention. It 
is hoped that every church will have a mission 
church or a preaching point under its guidance in 
the near future. The program will be related to 
the Baptist Jubilee Advance which will be cli- 
maxed in 1964, the 150th anniversary of the or- 
ganization of Baptist work on a national scale in 
North America. 


The National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., 
Incorporated, met in Denver, Colorado, in Sep- 
tember. The theme of the meeting was “Freedom 
Through the Christian Religion.” A program of 
strong church leadership in the fight for civil 
rights was unanimously endorsed by the delegates. 
It voted to continue the alliance with the ecu- 
menical movement as represented by the National 
Council of Churches. An appropriation of $23,000 
was made to the American Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Nashville, Tennessee, to match a 
similar appropriation from the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Dr. J. H. Jackson of Chicago was 
re-elected President. 


The National Baptist Convention of Ameri, 
met in Richmond, Virginia, with about 5,000 deb. 
gates present. They went on record as “com. 
pletely” favoring integration in public schools. 4 
report asking that the Convention “meet the mo} 
forces that seek to maintain segregation with de 
votion to Christ and His way” was adopted. Dr; 
G. L. Prince of Galveston, Texas, was re-elected 
as president, a post he has held for 23 years. 


The Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission Con. 
vention was held in Winston-Salem, North Carp. 
lina during August, with more than 2,000 dele. 
gates present. 


A Silver Jubilee Service in honor of Rev. Keith 
Tucker, president of Calabar Theological College, 
Jamaica, was held September 23rd at the East 
Queen Street Baptist Church, Kingston. His ex. 
cellency the Governor and Lady Foot attended 
the service. 


The Triennial Assembly of the Canadian Bap. 
tist Federation meeting at Wolfville, N. S., in 
August, approved a special evangelistic campaign 
next year, with Ivor Powell of Wales as the 
evangelist. They also voted to join with the 
United States Baptist bodies in a five-year pro- 
gram of evangelism that begins in 1959. The 
Rev. Howard C. Bentall, pastor of Walmer Road 
Baptist Church, Toronto, was elected president. 


Death of Notable Baptist Preacher 


By the death of Rev. W. A. Cameron, Canadian 
Baptists have lost a great preacher. His only 
pastorate, after graduating from McMaster Uni: 
versity, was at Bloor Street (now Yorkminster), 
Toronto. He maintained the pastorate there for 
forty years, and so large were the congregations 
that two evening services had to be held. He 
retired as pastor in 1948. His. most famous ser: 
mon was probably the one he delivered at the 
Third Baptist World Congress in Stockholm, 1923, 
on “The Uplifted Lord” (John 12:32). Dr. Cam- 
eron was a member of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee 1923-34. 
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